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B ‘How ever, [ w.mtcd to c\p‘md upon

‘the - celebration of what it
means to bc not just an Asian-
Amcnc:m but an American of
111 hcnmge 1.do so by shar-

¢ our journey to and in this

‘wonderful - nation  ‘with - the

hopes that in rcndmg this, our -
1 can understand how
. from different  back- .
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looked dif-
'fclcnt and dcﬁmtely' o

bracing what. ,fvc h1d in “common as
chn]drcn

Commcnts such as ch nk, dink md
commonphcc in
school. At night, [ was raised in a tradi-
tional Vietriamese famn in all of its

. gloiy as 1 W‘xl]\ed that txghtrope be-

‘hat 1 quickly
h’l\’C a tendgn-

tience to l arn.

Howcu:r no m: tcr how chff cult

my. struggk:s were ;what my parents en-
dured was just as difficult. They both
worked two - minimum - wage jobs
apiece. \{y father was 4 mechanic by

~-day and “janitor scrubbing toilets by

mght My mother sewed clothes until

thun d as such, their :l.blllty to ds
ccnd to lnghcr pavmg profcss:ons was

H(m ever, through our strur.,g] es, our

. pdrcms mstlllcd positives in our

education, hurd ‘work - and integri
These are all Lonsmms ﬂnt brzcnme our
denuty in Amcrxc.i

In 1)S> we proudly becarme United.

States citizens. The question of what
would be our home was officially an-
swcred I recall that d.xy in thc fcdcml
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courthouse in Norfolk Istood thh my.
parents saying the onc pledge thac I still .
hold dear to this very day - the Pledge

of z\llcgun ce. )

Holding onto hbpe :
East fonward somc 30-0dd years and
{ am now a practicing attorney in the

_Richmond area. 1 have had the pleasure
“and honor of servmg in many dlftercm

positions of public trust. My sister be-
came 4 pr.tctx.mg phxs an, albeit in
Boston. I am married with bcautlful bi-
racidl children who. are now bcncﬁtmg
from having their Ong and ‘Ba'in t_h ir

ment - just love, fmth and hope i
Where else other than these Lmted :

arrive and survive? Where else on this :
plmct Could such freedoms and oppor-'
tunities be 50 rmdllv available?

Quite fmn}d), t.hls |sr1t a story of
Asian-American hxston but more 4
story. of an Amcrxcm fzu'mly of Asian
heritage strugglmg to mcrwmc life’s -

‘adversities. - What cal:.lpulted them to -

success was opportunity, faith, f'lmxly
freedom and most xmportantlv bope

i now havc the vvatch for my ﬁxmﬂy :
and my co]lecmc community.

letter, they recognize and chcrwh Lhexr :
freedoms. 1 hope thcv hold onto d]c
concept of hopc :

~While no one can foresec Wh.lt 107
morrow will bring; thxs nation provides

exists and i$ ccmcntcd into our collec-
tive hlstorv as told by’ my fnmxlv s )our- K
ney to frcedom :

f we could 1dnuc our Amenun
dream given our c1rcumstanccq ‘then
the sky is the limit for’ everyone. As
such, let’s join togcthcr in unity and As a
collecmc community and cclcbmtc the
month of May not just as Asian‘Ameri-
cans, but as Amcncans who all can ap-,
preciate the v.mous culturcs tlmt makc
this nation grc'tt' ' :
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lives. There is no bitterness, no resent- -«

States could a family of hungry refugees = .

hopes are thit as young folks read this

everyone with the opportmnt} 1 be:
~come something grcnt and do even -
" greater things. ThcAmerxcm dream still -



